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The Historical Society of West Caldwell and museum is located in the Crane Homestead 
at 289 Westville Avenue, West Caldwell, New Jersey. Telephone 973-364-0155        
Email HSWCaldwell@gmail.com. Tours of the house are by appointment only. 
 
The West Caldwell Library is located at 30 Clinton Road, West Caldwell, New Jersey. 
 

                                                              
 
On January 6, 2018 MAGS Special Projects Group members Jody Lutter and Mary-Jo 
Solomon met with Roxanne Douglas, President, Beverly Crifasi, Vice President and 
Historian and Kathy Cass, Secretary of the Historical Society of West Caldwell (HSWC). 
They spoke about the history of their society, the Crane Homestead, the collections, 
their website and stories of the town. 
 
The HSWC’s extensive website, www.westcaldwellhistorynj.org, has a link to 
Remembering New Jersey’s Essex County People – a data base of over 100,000 people. 
This is a valuable resource to check out. It is on Roots web, which hopefully will be 
operational again soon. The organization has also created a list of people interred in the 
Old Burying Ground of the First Presbyterian Church, Caldwell. Look at the virtual tour 
of the house and period pieces. There is a large collection of textiles; these antique 
clothing items have been photographed. Family files at HSWC include Van Ness, 
Francisco and Blauvelt. 
 
The MAGS Indexing Group has done the Images of America book, Remembering the 
Caldwells; the index is available on the MAGS Public website. In 2007 the HSWC 
completed the indexing of the book, Celebrating a Centennial – A History of West 
Caldwell, published in 2005. The group has compiled an extensive annotated 
bibliography to research Caldwell History.  
 
The WCHS has participated in a Civil War Encampment, Historical House Tours and 
Historic Caldwell Day. The HSWC accepts donations of local items. They would like to 
receive local records on the Horse Neck Riots. 
 



                      
 
The cavalry company, Caldwell Troop, Essex Squadron of the 2nd Regiment of the New 
Jersey Militia had a flag commissioned for the War of 1812. This 200-year-old treasure 
has undergone stabilization and conservation procedures and is on display in the Crane 
Homestead. 
 
The West Caldwell Library has a local history and genealogy room.  The librarian 
provided an overview and also shared a twelve page finding aid for the collection. There 
are some family histories of Lyons, Courter, Crane, Pearce (Pierce), Sharples 
(Sharpless).  World War II recollections of local residents on audiotape have been 
transcribed. The local newspaper, The Progress, is on microfilm. Collections include 
census, church records, city directories, yearbooks from Grover Cleveland High School 
to James Caldwell High School 1929-2017 (many years). A list of topics in the vertical 
files is in a binder in this room. Old Caldwell - A Retrospective 1699-1926 by Benjamin 
Robert Norwood published in 1927 and A History of the Horseneck Riots by Max K. 
Vorwerk, 1948 are local books. 
 
The Grover Cleveland Birthplace located at 207 Bloomfield Avenue, Caldwell, New 
Jersey, a New Jersey Historic Site, is a wonderful local treasure. It houses family 
artifacts, period pieces, and details of President Grover Cleveland’s political career. 
 
 
The Special Projects Group (SPG) members have been visiting local repositories to learn 
what genealogy related materials might be available for review by our members in 
researching their ancestors and/or gaining historical context to enhance their stories. In 
this series of articles we share the main features of our interviews with repository 
members, spotlighting the information, collections, and features available for research 
at each location.  

The SPG has completed the inventory of genealogical and historical information in the 
vertical files, family binders, and the map collection at the Denville Historical Society 
and Museum. This information is now up on the MAGS Public website.  

If you know of a local repository that the SPG should visit, or one that you wish to 
cover with us for a future article, please contact the Special Projects Group Committee 
at maryjosolomon@gmail.com


