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Montclair Township in Essex County, New 
Jersey is, as town Historian Mike Farrelly 
wrote “a community of “doers” and the 
mission of the Montclair History Center to 
preserve, educate and share certainly 
testifies to this. Montclair’s local history is 
perserved through the four historical 
buildings, artifacts and documents managed     
by  the Montclair History Center. The library 
and  the archives are located in the historic 
Clark House. We had an informative visit 
with Jane Eliasof, Angelica Diggs and Erin 

Benz of the MHC who gave us a rundown on the treasures in their archives. There are 
many oral histories, videotapes,  history books and some family genealogies. In addition 
there  are Finding aids online to some of the many collections – African American 
History Collection, Amory Howe Bradford Papers, Crane Family Collection, Football 
Collection, Map and Blueprint Collection, Rare Books List  and others. There is an 
internal database of all the materials, if you call or email the MHC they can check your 
family name. There is a Research Request form on the website.  Also to be found on 
the website are Homeschool Programs and Classroom Lessons. These professionals and 
their team of dedicated volunteers educate the community on local histroy with 
exhibits, and programs, sharing the stories of people who lived and are living in 
Montclair. An oral history project recently completed in conjunction with Montclair 
University resulted in 60 interviews with elder citizens. The enthusiam and creativity of 
these “doers” is evident in all their projects, walking tours, bike tours, school field trips, 
restaurant and walking event. They are dedicated to enriching their town by preserving, 
sharing and educating. 
 
 
The Israel Crane House was built around 1796 on 
what is now Glen Ridge Avenue. Israel Crane and 
his wife, Fanny Pierson, raised their family in this 
home, which was lavish for the time. In 1920, the 
Montclair chapter of the YWCA purchased the 
property for use as headquarters and to rent rooms. 
In 1965, the YMCA donated the Crane House so it 
could be moved to its present location at 110 
Orange Road, thus avoiding destruction for a larger 



building. The structure is now a historical house-museum. Some of the rooms are set-
up and decorated in styles that the Crane family would have lived in. Other rooms are 
more modern to reflect functions of the YWCA. 
 

The Charles Schultz House at 30 
North Mountain Avenue was built 
around 1896. The house was 
futuristic at the time because it was 
equipped for electricity, a burglar 
system, fire alarms and an elevator. 
The family lived and worked in the 
house until 1977, when Molly 
Schultz, a granddaughter of 
Charles, died and bequeathed the 
home to the Historical Society. The 
house remains in the condition as 
the family lived in it. Their personal 

possessions, furniture and decorations can be seen throughout the spacious interior. 
Charles’ first floor library is intact. Molly’s room is as she left it so many decades ago. 
 
 
The Montclair Librarty at 50 South Fullerton Avenue has old tax books, historic deeds 
abstracts. Photos of the homes have been digitized and are on the library website. Their 
subject vertical files index is online. You should schedule an appointment at the MHC 
and/or the library so that the materials will be pulled out for you. Some City and 
telephone directories, issues of the Montclair Times , over 13,000 photos, and books 
are searchable online. In the 1940s librarian Gladys Segar, compiled: “Those were the 
days”  albums with photographs, newspaper clippings, maps, announcements and 
description of the people and events for the decades from 1880 thought the 1940s. 
These can be seen in the Local History Room of the Montclair Library. “The Elegent 
Eighties (1880s) four volumes is online. A class, Research Your Home’s History, is a 
joint project of the Montclair History Center, Montclair Historic Preservation Commission 
and the Montclair Library.  
 
 
The Special Projects Group (SPG) members have been visiting local repositories to learn 
what genealogy related materials might be available for review by our members in 
researching their ancestors and/or gaining historical context to enhance their stories. In 
the series of articles we share the main features of our interviews with repository 
members spotlighting the information, collections and features available for research at 
each location.  Visit the Special Projects page at https://mags-public.weebly.com/ to 
read the twelve previous spotlight articles and to view the compiled inventories. 

If you know of a local repository that the SPG should visit, or one that you wish to 
cover with us for a future article, please contact the Special Projects Group Committee 
at maryjosolomon@gmail.


