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COVID-19 and its social restrictions have not prevented the Special Projects Group from 
visiting with the Genealogy Society of Bergen County (GSBC), and its affiliated 
associations The Bolger Heritage Center (BHC) at the Ridgewood Public Library (RPL) 
and the Bergen County Historical Society (BCHS).  Making great use of Zoom the group 
attended a presentation on the resources of the Bolger Heritage Center followed by a 
couple of Zoom meetings with the President of the GSBC Barbara Ellman and Lucille 
Bertram, Librarian for both the GSBC and the BCHS.   
 
The GSBC has an excellent website found at www.njgsbc.org, and much information is 
available to the public including several videos related to genealogical research.  
Membership, at $20 annually ($25 family) provides access to at least 20 more videos, 

many presentations from the GSBC’s monthly 
meetings.  The public website also provides 
numerous indexes covering newspapers, 
cemeteries, Early Bergen County Families (over 
950 files compiled by Pat Wardell), GSBC Family 
Files, 1912-13 Bromley Maps of Bergen Cty. 
(“BC”), Revolutionary War Pension Index for 
those related to BC, BC State Censuses and 
Ancient Deeds for originals dated from 1670 to 
1905. Membership provides access to more 
information including the GSBC’s newsletter 

The Archivist. The GSBC’s collections are held within the BHC at the RPL. 
 
The magic of Zoom allowed some of our group 
to take a tour of the Bolger Heritage Center 
located at the Ridgewood Public Library. The 
BHC is a partnership between the GSBC and the 
RPL, merging their collections, collaborating on 
programs, offering classes and research 
assistance, and overseeing indexing projects. 
The RPL became a Family History Center 
Affiliate Library within the past year. The BHC is 
the home of an annual Genealogy Lock-In 
program where the joint resources of the GSBC 
and the RPL are used to provide genealogical 
assistance and direction to the attendees. 



Lucille described the previous Lock-Ins as "busy, happy” times. The next Lock-In is on 
October 24, 2020. However, this year it will be a virtual program. The registration form 
will be on the GSBC and RPL websites by mid- September. The priorities of Barbara are 
“to find new ways of helping our members” and “what else can we do for our 
members”. There are three hundred fifty GSBC members and about one-third live out of 
state. The virtual meetings have increased attendance for the programs. 
 

The GSBC members give their time to help other 
genealogists. The wonderful Genealogy Consultants do 
free one on one consultations. The schedule is on the 
website.  They are being conducted via a conference 
call.  Please email  gsbc.queries@gmail.com for more 
information about available time slots. Resources 
available at the BHC go beyond those described on the 
GSBC website under the Bolger Heritage Center, 
Library Collections.  For example, it holds digital family 

files not included in the paper files that may be accessed within the BHC.  
 
Speaking with GSBC’s Librarian Lucille Bertram gave us an introduction to the BCHS and 
their genealogical holdings in their library located at the Bergen Community College 
campus in Hackensack, NJ. Their robust website www.bergencountyhistory.org covers 
not only the museum, numerous historic homes managed by the Society along with 
several events, but provides a detailed listing of their research and resource materials.  
They hold over 200 family files and list surnames 
and a short description of the contents.  In 
addition, the library and manuscript collection 
include published books and pamphlets for 
church histories and records, vital records, deeds 
and colonial conveyances, tax lists, bibles and 
high school yearbooks.  The library also holds 
numerous local and general history books, the NJ 
Archive Series, Year Books of the Holland Society, and a collection of political and 
military letters, personal papers and documents.  Specific surnames and topics for these 
and family manuscripts beyond the family files may be found under the Library tab on 
the website.   
 
 
The Special Projects Group (SPG) members have been visiting local repositories to learn 
what genealogy related materials might be available for review by our members in 
researching their ancestors and/or gaining historical context to enhance their stories. In 
the series of articles, we share the main features of our interviews with repository 
members spotlighting the information, collections and features available for research at 
each location.  Visit the Special Projects page at https://mags-public.weebly.com/ to 
read the nineteen previous spotlight articles and to view the compiled inventories. 


